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Santa Barbara & Suburban Railway 


All center entrance cars were numbered in the 20's. Here is No. 21 at the end ot the West Beach 


line. Track in foreground ran to carbarn on Castillo St. The “M" 


on front’ of: cqr stood for “Mission” 
line. “Plaza & Baths’ were just to right of this picture. 
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Car No. 8 on the Mission Line is shown proceeding up State St. from the beach. Notice the ‘horse's 
legs” upside down at immediate left, which were used as hitching posts for horses in the old days. 
Picture was taken from an old book. 


Car number 8 rebuilt with double trucks. Company photo from collection 
of R. C. Brandt. 
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Santa Barbara and 
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7. BEGINNING of the Santa Barbara 
strect cars was rather unusual. For sev- 
eral years Santa Barbara, Calif. had a 
mule car line running up its main street 
(State St.) from the beach to the Arling- 
ton Hotel. In later years this line was ex- 
tended along the West Beach. 

In the summer of 1896 a company was 
formed called the “Consolidated Electric 
Co.” The company had permission to es- 
tablish lines in Santa Barbara, but the 
mule car lines hearing about the proposal 
secured permission to electrify its line. 
State St. being the main street and the 
most important, was wanted by both lines. 
So, the city fathers would award the fran- 
chise to the first company to complete 
sti:thging of wire on State St. For the first 
day there was a royal battle between the 
two rival wire crews. Each company had 
a crew to string wire, and another crew to 
tear the opponents wire and poles down. 
This fued ended the next day with the 
Consolidated Electric buying out the Mule 
line. 

Since the 


mule line had been narrow 


/ gauge, the lines were left in that gauge. 


The first lines were completed on Oct. 1, 
1896. The company had purchased four 


' cars, and these four cars made a grand 
| parade up State St., with bands and city 


Officials; it was one of the biggest parades 


4 of that day. 


The original line ran from West Beach 


| to State St., then up State St. to the Old 
' Arlington Hotel, which at this time was 
» one of the largest and most famous hotels 
) on the Pacific Coast.* 
} solidated Electric built the line to the Mis- 
) sion, this being called the “Mission Line.” 


Shortly after, Con- 


The Arlington Hotel was ruined in the 1925 earthquake. 


Reprinted with permission 
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Car 6, First Electric car, 

St Ry Journal 

In 1903 the company received permission 
to build the East Beach Line, with the 
hopes of extending this line to the town 
of Summerland which lies on the coast 
about 6 miles south of Santa Barbara. At 
about the same time two more cars were 
purchased. These cars were larger than 
the original four, and were considered the 
best narrow gauge cars that could be had. 
The first four cars had been numbered 2, 
1, 6, 8. The two new cars were numbered 
12, 14. 





Car 8 on opening day 
St Ry Review 


from O Gauge Modeler for February. 1953, copy- 
ve; 


Inc., 7028 East nue, Cinci- 
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In 1904 two more cars were purchased, 
numbere 16, 18; and were later re-num- 
bered 18,19. These two cars were larger 
than any previous cars. They had standard 
sized bodies with narrow gauge trucks. 
This one factor was their undoing. After 
these cars had been in service but one 
week, on April 10, 1904, the one major ac- 
cident occured. Car 16, was at the Santa 
Barbara Mission, and the day being Easter 
Sunday, there was an extremely large 
group of passengers. As the people came 
out after the services they boarded the 
cars waiting for them. The first two cars 
had left for town, and it was No. 16's turn. 
About 125 persons had packed into car 16, 
most of them having to stand. At the sig- 
nal the car started for town. 

The first mile of the line was quite 
steep, with two sharp turns. As the car 
approached the firt turn the people noticed 
the car was going quite fast. So had the 
motorman, who found he was without 
brakes. Both he and the conductor tried 
to stop the car, but by this time the 
weight of the 125 passengers, and the 
speed of the car was too much for even 
the motors which had been put into re- 
verse. As the car came to the first curve 
it gave a tremendous lurch, but stayed on 
the track. One passenger was thrown into 
the street, breaking his leg. More was yet 
to come. , 

The line was still steep and the car 
gained momentum as it raced down the 


Car No. 16 was involved in the big disaster of 
April 10, 1904, in which 5 persons were killed and 
30 injured. This on-the-scene photograph was found 
by author in historical collection at the Santa Bar. 
bara Mission which the good Mission Fathers hod 
seen fit to save. 


track. The women started screaming and 
shoving; panic began. Then, as the car 
reached the second curve, it happened: the 
car left the rails, slid on its right side 
and came to rest against a power pole 
When all reports were in, it showed 5 
killed and 30 injured, 17 of these seriously 
This was one of the greatest disasters 
Santa Barbara had ever experienced up t 
that time. An inquest was held as to the 
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Car 16 as illustrated in a Brill Catalogue, after the wreck of 190% 


rebuilt as Car 19. 
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Scope of Operations 


SANTA BARBARA 
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[]—NARROW GAUGE 
(1896-1913) 


1. MISSION LINE 

2. OAK PARK PACIFIC 

3. CARPINTERIA ST. 

4. W. VICTORIA ST. OCEAN 
5. EAST BEACH 

6. WEST BEACH 


O—STANDARD GAUGE (1913-1929) 


1. MISSION-COLLEGE 
2. OAK PARK 

3. E. HALEY ST. 

4. WEST BEACH 
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Castillo St 


Top: Car 18 at the carbarn as a California type car. 

Middle: Car 19 after being rebuilt as a closed type. 

Bottom: Car 22 one of the center entrance cars. 
Company photos from R. C. Brandt Collection. 
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This was a work train in 1913 which was used to reconstruct the track from narrow to standard 





gauge. The train was pr ding down Q 
cause of the accident, and it was found 
there had been a flaw on the inside of the 
front brake rod, causing it to snap. No 
one was held responsible, as in those early 
days they had no way of knowing about 
such things. 

Tke two large cars had been purchased 
with the idea of extending the line to 
Summerland, and then using the cars as 
interurbans on the Jine. But. for some 
reason never known, the line was never 
built. Car 16 was rebuilt and placed back 
in service, but due to the accident on the 
Mission Line, both 16 and 18 were never 
allowed to run on this line again. 

Up to the year 1913 all cars were painted 
forest green and were narrow gauge. Then, 
in 1913, the Santa Barbara & Suburban 
Ry. Co., which the line was then called, 
decided to standard gauge all its lines. 





Shown here, as it looks today, is the carbarn on 
Castillo St.. which once buzzed with lively activity. 


St. to pick up another load of gravel. 


The old car barn on Quarantina St. had 
burned down, but no cars were lost. In 
1913 a new car barn was built at the end 
end of the West Beach Line, on Castillo 
St., about one block from the ocean. With 
the standard gauging of the the lines the 
old East Beach Line was dropped due to 
lack of business. Also the West Victoria 
Line was discontinued as the Southern Pa- 
cific R.R. had torn down the R.R. station 
at the end of the line, and moved to the 
main station at State St. Then the Oak 
Park, Mission Lines were extended, and 
the Carpinteria St. Line was cut back and 
extended out East Haley St., being called 
the East Haley Line. after this. 

With the standard gauging the company 
purchased seven brand new center en- 
trance cars for two-man operation. The 
cars were painted blue and white, later 
were changed-to blue and cream. These 
cars were kept in operation until 1924 
when the company began seeing the “hand 
writing on the wall,” due to the coming 
of the automobile. In 1924 the company 
attempted to sell out, but the city fathers 
objected. So, the company purchased 41 
new one-man cars (Birney’s). Only one 
year later in 1925, the company was un- 
able to pay its bills, and the Southern 
California Edison Co. which supplied all 
the electricity to the lines, as well as to 
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Santa Barbara & Suburban b 








irney 44 at the carbarn. 


Company photo from Ken Kidder collection 


the city, had to take over operation to 
collect back bills. 

The center entrance cars never ran after 
1924. They sat in the yards until they fell 
apart, and were finally scrapped. The 
Edison Co., which had been operating the 
lines under their old name, kept the Birn- 
eys in operation until October 1, 1929, 
when they decided to stop operations due 
to loss in business, and increasing compe- 
tition from the cars. The Edison Co. had 
to pave those streets on which the lines 
had run. This proved to be a costly affair 
for the Edison Co. But, an old contract 
which had been signed many years pre- 
vious had to be carried out. At this cease 
in operations the lines were taken over 
by a newly formed bus company which 
still operates to this day, with most of the 
busy lines operating on the very same 
Streets as the cars did. 


The cars had given Santa Barbara 33 
years of street car service. And, to this 
day, the rails of most of the lines are still 
in the streets. In 1913 when the standard 
lines were built, the rails were put, in 
solid concrete, so one can still see the rails 
when any excavation is made in a street 
where a line used to run. 

Still standing today, to remind one of 
the car lines, is the car barn on Castillo 
St. It is used as a storage place by the 
city. However, the clang clang of the 
street car bells has not been heard since 
1929, and most people have forgotten, or 
have never heard about the street cars 
that used to run as part of the daily life 
and heart throb of this beautiful city nes- 
tled at the foot of mountains, with the 
blue Pacific at its front door. The End. 
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